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The Russian East

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6  

We will bury you,  no, seriously!

Unit 7, Class 4 & 5

Purpose: Can a state be built 
around a person?

Part One: Picture Interpretation Review

Part Two: Visual Homework Check
1. Did Stalin’s style of leadership represent a violation of Marxist-Leninist theory according to Khrushchev? 
2. Identify the reasons the “bloodless palace revolution” was pursued by the “left over Stalinists”.

VII

What is the vision of Stalin in these propaganda postcards?

Study Hall Directions:
Complete the following and turn in at the end of Study Hall. 
 Part Three: Stalnization and Re-Stalinization, De..., Re..., etc.
  Section A: The Secret Speech, that was not so secret ANSWER QUESTION, p. 478
 Part Four: Satellite Troubles 
  Section A: The Uprising of 1953 in East Germany - TAKE NOTES, p. 480
  Section B: Poland Strikes for Bread - TAKE NOTES, p. 481
  Section C: Hungary Tries to Get Away - TAKE NOTES, p. 482
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Part Three: De-Stalinization and Re-Stalinization, De..., Re..., etc....
Section A: The Secret Speech, that was not so secret
Examine the excerpts from the Speech given by Khrushchev at the 20th Party Congress.  What is the 
meaning of these sections?  What are the ideas of the larger excerpt you read for homework?  How do 
these ideas relate to the pictures in Part One and your homework check in Part Two?



479

Section B: The post-Stalinist Economy
Video: During the video excerpt, take note on economy of the Soviet Union following the fall of Stalin 
and the ascendency of Khrushchev.  Did the economy change?  Did it remain the same?  What is the 
impact of the economy on the daily life of Soviet citizens?

Economic Charts:  Examine the charts below.  Did the Soviet economy improve under the changes 
made by Khrushchev?
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Part Four: Satellite Troubles in 1953, 1956 and 1968
Section A: The Uprising of 1953 in East Germany
Read the except below.  Does it appear that the government reacted in a Stalinist or Khrushchev man-
ner?

  The dramatic increase of emigration (Republikflucht, 
brain drain) in the first half-year of 1953 constituted a seri-
ous economic and social problem. Another factor that con-
tributed to an already complicated political situation was the 
high number of political prisoners in the GDR. Suppression 
of the illegal organisation Young Congregation (Junge Gemei-
nde), wrongly perceived as the central youth organization of 
the evangelical church (Lutheran), played a role here. Ecclesi-
astic (church) recreation centres were closed and taken over. 
High school students who belonged to a church were often 
expelled by the school authorities, sometimes even shortly 
before school graduation.

  Within this complicated background, the decision to 
raise the work norms (in short the principle ‘more work for the same salary’) was perceived as a provo-
cation, which would conceivably lead to the deterioration of living standards. The Central Committee 
decided to address the economic difficulties with a package of changes, which included higher taxes and 
higher prices, and — most significantly — an increase of the work quotas by 10%.  If the new quotas 
were not met then workers would have to face a reduction of salaries. The decision was taken on 13–14 
May 1953, and the Council of Ministers approved it on 28 May.
 On 16 June, 300 East Berlin construction workers went on strike after their superiors announced 
a pay cut if they didn’t meet their work quota. Their numbers quickly swelled and a general strike and 
protests were called for the next day. The West Berlin-based Radio in the American Sector reported the 
Berlin events and thus probably helped to incite the uprising in other parts of East Germany.
 Throughout the night of 16 June and early morning of 17 June, the news of events in East Berlin 
spread quickly throughout the GDR—by word of mouth as well as by Western radio broadcasts. While 
Soviet troops entered the outskirts of the city early in the morning of 17 June, crowds of workers began 
to gather in public places, and began marching towards the city center. 
 The original demands of the protesters, such as the reinstatement of the previous lower work 
quotas, turned into political demands.  Eventually, the workers demanded the resignation of the East 
German government. The government decided to use force to stop the uprising and turned to the Soviet 
Union for military support. In total, around 16 Soviet divisions with 20,000 soldiers as well as 8,000 Kas-
ernierte Volkspolizei members were utilized to quell the uprising.

Notes:
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Section B: Poland Strikes for Bread
Read the except.  What is the underlying reason for this re-
bellion?  What was the result?  

 After Joseph Stalin’s death, the process of destaliniza-
tion prompted debates about fundamental issues throughout 
the entire Eastern Bloc. Nikita Khrushchev’s speech On the 
Personality Cult and its Consequences had wide implications 
outside the Soviet Union and in other communist countries. 
In Poland, in addition to the criticism of the cult of person-
ality, popular topics of debate centered around the right to 
steer a more independent course of ‘local, national socialism’ 
instead of following the Soviet model down to every little 
detail.
 The living conditions in Poland did not improve, con-
trary to government propaganda, and workers increasingly 

found that they had little power compared to bureaucracy of the Party.
 The city of Poznań was one of the largest urban and industrial centers of the People’s Republic 
of Poland. Tensions were growing there, particularly since autumn of 1955. Workers in the largest fac-
tory in the city, Joseph Stalin’s (or ‘Cegielski’s) Metal Industries, were complaining about higher taxes for 
most productive workers which affected several thousands of workers. Local directors were unable to 
make any significant decisions due to micromanagement by the higher officials; over several months, pe-
titions, letters and delegations were sent to the Polish Ministry of Machine Industry and Central Com-
mittee of Polish United Workers’ Party, to no avail.
 Finally, a delegation of about 27 workers was sent to Warsaw around June 23. On the night of 
June 26, the delegation returned to Poznań, confident that some of their demands had been considered 
in a favorable light. The Minister of Machine Industry met with the workers next morning and withdrew 
several promises that their delegation was given in Warsaw.  A spontaneous strike started at 6:00 am at 
the multifactory complex of Joseph Stalin’s (or ‘Cegielski’s) Metal Industries. Around 80% of its workers, 
most of whom had lost bonus pay in June as the government suddenly raised the required work quota, 
took to the streets demanding pay compensation and some freedom concessions, marching towards the 
city centre. Workers at other plants, institutions and students joined the procession.
 [The] uprising by Polish workers in Poznań was put down by the government, with scores of 
protesters killed and wounded. Responding to popular demand, in October 1956, the government ap-
pointed the recently rehabilitated reformist communist Władysław Gomułka as First Secretary of the 
Polish United Workers’ Party, with a mandate to negotiate trade concessions and troop reductions with 
the Soviet government. After a few tense days of negotiations, on 19 October the Soviets finally gave in 
to Gomułka’s reformist demands.
 Many historians consider the Poznań 1956 protests to be an important milestone in modern his-
tory of Poland, and one of the events that precipitated the fall of communism in Poland. Nonetheless it 
should be noted that the protests of 1956 were not motivated by anti-communist ideology; the workers’ 
demands were mostly of an economic nature, centering around better work conditions rather than any 
political objectives. The workers sang “The Internationale” and their banners read “We demand bread.” 
It was the government’s consistent failure to fulfil the first demand which eventually led to the demands 
for political change

Notes:
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Section C: Hungary Tries to Get Away
Read this background paragraph before taking notes on the class video.

 On 5 March 1953, Joseph Stalin died, ushering in a period of moderate liberalization during which most Europe-
an communist parties developed a reform wing. In Hungary, the reformist Imre Nagy replaced Mátyás Rákosi, “Stalin’s 
Best Hungarian Disciple”, as Prime Minister. However, Rákosi remained General Secretary of the Party, and was able to 
undermine most of Nagy’s reforms. By April 1955, he had Nagy discredited and removed from office.  After Khrushchev’s 
“secret speech” of February 1956, which denounced Stalin and his protégés, Rákosi was deposed as General Secretary of 
the Party and replaced by Ernl Gerl on 18 July 1956.
 News of the concessions won by the Poles—known as Polish October—em-
boldened many Hungarians to hope for similar concessions for Hungary and these 
sentiments contributed significantly to the highly charged political climate that pre-
vailed in Hungary. On October 23rd 1956, students and workers took to the streets 
of Budapest (the capital of Hungary ) and issued their Sixteen Points which included 
personal freedom, more food, the removal of the secret police, the removal of Russian 
control.
 Imre Nagy was appointed prime minister and Janos Kadar  foreign minister. 
They were thought to be liberal and in Moscow this was felt to be the best way to keep 
happy the “hooligans” as the Moscow media referred to the protesters. As a gesture, 
the Red Army pulled out and Nagy allowed political parties to start again. The most 
famous man to criticise the Russians was released from prison - Cardinal Mindszenty.
 On October 31st, 1956, Nagy broadcast that Hungary would withdraw itself 
from the Warsaw Pact. This was pushing the Russians too far and Kadar left the 
government in disgust and established a rival government in eastern Hungary which 
was supported by Soviet tanks. On November 4th, Soviet tanks went into Budapest 
to restore order and they acted with immense brutality even killing wounded people. 
Tanks dragged round bodies through the streets of Budapest as a warning to others 
who were still protesting.
 Hundreds of tanks went into Budapest and probably 30,000 people were 
killed. To flee the expected Soviet reprisals, probably 200,000 fled to the west 
leaving all they possessed in Hungary. Nagy was tried and executed and buried in 
an unmarked grave. By November 14th, order had been restored. Kadar was put in 
charge. Soviet rule was re-established.

Notes:
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Section D: A Time of Change - Krushchev Out, Breshnev In
Read each excerpt.  What was the reason given for the ouster of Khrushchev?  Who replaced him as 
head of the Party?

Excerpt 1
 Khrushchev’s enthusiasm for flashy gestures had not been liked by more conservative elements from 
the very start; many Soviets were greatly embarrassed by his antics, such as banging a “shoe” on the po-
dium during a speech to the UN General Assembly. There were elements in the Party who were actively 
looking for an opportunity to oust him. Their opportunity came [after] the Cuban Missile Crisis. In yet 
another case of showmanship that he was unable to back up with deeds, in 1962 Khrushchev deployed 
nuclear missiles in newly Communist Cuba, within easy striking distance of most major American popu-
lation centers. Thanks to intelligence received from Oleg Penkovsky, a Soviet double agent, the United 
States was aware that the missiles were still only partially developed and did not pose an immediate 
threat. President John Kennedy called Khrushchev’s bluff, and the latter was forced to remove the mis-
siles from Cuba, with great loss of face both at home and abroad. Khrushchev never regained his pres-
tige after the incident.

Excerpt 2
 Beginning in March 1964, Supreme Soviet head Leonid Brezhnev began discussing Khrushchev’s 
removal with his colleagues. While Brezhnev considered having Khrushchev arrested as he returned 
from a trip to Scandinavia in June, he instead spent time persuading members of the Central Commit-
tee to support an ouster of Khrushchev, remembering how crucial the Committee’s support had been to 
Khrushchev.
 The conspirators, led by Brezhnev struck in October 1964, while Khrushchev was on vacation at 
Pitsunda, Abkhazia. On October 12, Brezhnev called Khrushchev to notify him of a special Presidium 
meeting to be held the following day, ostensibly on the subject of agriculture. Even though Khrushchev 
suspected the real reason for the meeting, he flew to Moscow to be attacked by Brezhnev and other Pre-
sidium members for his policy failures and what his colleagues deemed to be erratic behavior. Khrush-
chev put up little resistance, and that night called his friend and Presidium colleague Anastas Mikoyan, 
and told him,

I’m old and tired. Let them cope by themselves. I’ve done the main thing. Could 
anyone have dreamed of telling Stalin that he didn’t suit us anymore and suggesting 
he retire? Not even a wet spot would have remained where we had been standing. 
Now everything is different. The fear is gone, and we can talk as equals. That’s my 
contribution. I won’t put up a fight.

On October 14, 1964, the Presidium and the Central Committee each voted to accept Khrushchev’s “vol-
untary” retirement from his offices. Brezhnev was elected First Secretary (later General Secretary), while 
Alexei Kosygin succeeded Khrushchev as premier.

Answer:
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Section E: Springtime in Prague
Read this background paragraph before taking notes on the class video.

  The first signs that all was not well in Czechoslovakia occurred in May 1966 when there were com-
plaints that the Soviet Union was exploiting the people. This developed when people in Slovakia com-
plained about the government in Prague imposing its rules on the Slovaks and overriding local auton-
omy. A weak economy exacerbated the situation and none of the reforms that were introduced worked. 
The workers remained in poor housing and led the most basic of lifestyles.
  In June 1967, there was open criticism of Antonin Novotný, Party Leader, at the Writers’ Union 
Congress. In October 1967, students demonstrated against Novotný and early in 1968 he was replaced 
as First Secretary of the Party by Alexander Dubček. He had not courted leadership of the anti-Novotný 
movement but as the man who had handed in a long list of complaints against him (September 1967), 
Dubček was the obvious choice.
  On April 5th 1968, Dubček embarked on a programme of reform that included amendments to the 
constitution of Czechoslovakia that would have brought back a degree of political democracy and great-
er personal freedom.
  Dubček announced that he wanted the Czech Communist Party to remain the predominant party in 
Czechoslovakia, but that he wanted the totalitarian aspects of 
the party to be reduced. Communist Party members in Czecho-
slovakia were given the right to challenge party policy as op-
posed to the traditional acceptance of all government policy. 
Party members were given the right to act “according to their 
conscience”. In what became known as the ‘Prague Spring’, he 
also announced the end of censorship and the right of Czech 
citizens to criticise the government.

Notes:


